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THE WAIKATO CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ST PETER
Te whare karakia matua o Pita Tapu ki Waikato

C A T H E D R A L  N E W S
JUNE 2021

Cathedral Diary - June
Sun 6 Jun

Te Pouhere Sunday

Fri 11 Jun

Social Club – Mid Winter Christmas 

Sat 12 Jun, 5pm

Song & Prayer

Sat 19 Jun, 5pm

Cantata Vespers

Sun 27 Jun

Patronal Festival

Sun 27 Jun, 5pm

Evensong

Every Thursday, 10am
Little Fishes 

Every Saturday, 9am
Sharing our Faith

WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES

Monday - Friday, 9am
Morning Prayer

Wednesday, 10am
Holy Communion

Friday, 12:10pm
Eucharist in Te Reo Maori

Sunday, 8am
Said Eucharist

Sunday, 10am
Choral Eucharist

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 

9am - 3pm  

THE CATHEDRAL SHOP
Monday - Friday 

10am - 2pm
Sunday 

11am - 12pm 
E: shop@stpeter.org.nz

 
ADDRESS

51 Victoria Street
Hamilton

New Zealand

P: 07 839 4683
E: admin@stpeter.org.nz

stpeter.org.nz
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Hope is the melody of the 
future; faith is dancing in that 
melody right now1

BY BLYTHE CODY

I am not a big fan of change. I recently moved house and 

was reminded again of how much I dislike the disruption of 

life; the change of what has become comfortable for what is  

unfamiliar and strange. I still go to the wrong side of the 

kitchen to find the microwave; and there are boxes in my  

garage filled with important things that I occasionally have 

to sift through to find something. I have moved out of my old 

house but don’t quite feel like my new house is home. 

There is a word that describes this experience: liminality. The 

word itself comes from the Latin word (limen) which means 

‘threshold’, it describes the holding space where one steps 

away from what was before, but has not yet crossed over into 

what is new. 2

  

Moving house represents a relatively minor disruption to 

our existence, however, when it comes to more unsettling  

changes, the transition can be devastating. Existing in the 

space of liminality can be disorienting, scary and lonely. It 

is a bit like being dropped in the wilderness with no map, no 

compass and no idea how to get back to civilization. 3  You 

know that you cannot go back to what was before; there is a 

deep sense of loss, suffering and pain as you come to terms 

with the idea that you can no longer be the person that you 

once were, when you existed in that space. That space is now 

in the past. 4 

When the movement into a space of liminality is sudden,  

unexpected, unwanted or through circumstances beyond our 

control, the sense of loss can be compounded. 5

In the space of liminality, we need to lament what we have 

lost. In lament we are able to first of all declare that what 

has happened, what has changed, what we have lost, and the 

way that things are, is not the way that we would like it to 

be; second, we voice a hope that this is not the end of our  

story—how things are now is not how things will always be.  6 

If you find yourself in the disorienting threshold of  

liminality, between the end of one dream and the beginning 

of something new, I encourage you to find someone you 

trust who can lament your loss with you and help you put 

your faith in our loving God who makes all things possible. 

1. Lysa TerKeurst. Forgiving What you Can’t Forget: Discovering 
How to Move on, Make Peace With Painful Memories, and Create 
a Life That’s Beautiful Again (Nashville: Nelson Books, 2020).
2. Anne Franks and John Meteyard. “Liminality: The Transforming 
Grace of In-Between Places,” The Journal of Pastoral Care and 
Counseling,” 61 (2007): 215.
3. Ibid.
4. Ibid.
5. Susan Marie Smith. “Severance, Separation and Divorce:  
Offering Healing Rites in Times of Unexpected and Unwanted 
Change,” Liturgy 27 (2012): 5.
 6. Ibid.
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Happy Birthday!
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Does God Exist?
BY THE MOST REVEREND SIR DAVID MOXON

Part 2

Philosophy concerns itself with words, and what is being ex-

pressed here is obliged to use them, but the intuition, the 

faith and the sense that is being described here is ultimately 

beyond them.

 “Seeds in a pomegranate cannot see objects outside its rind, 

because they are inside. Similarly, human beings who are en-

closed with all creation in the hand of God cannot see God

Friend it is through God you are speaking, it is God whom 

you breathe…. Even if you do not know it … Entrust yourself 

to this doctor and the eyes of your soul and your heart will be 

opened, Who is this doctor? God using the divine word and 

wisdom….

Theophilus of Antioch. 170. AD

And Maximus the confessor around 620, AD“Only wonder can 

begin to comprehend this incomprehensible power”

The bible witnesses to the reality of this presence in the evolv-

ing story and consciousness of the people of Israel from the 

earliest times, to the actions and wisdom of Jesus of Naza-

reth, and then on through the experience of the Judeo-Chris-

tian traditions. Its earliest tradition didn’t use a word written 

down. It was a breath prayer YHWH… a lifegiving animation.

The first assumption of faith is that consciousness precedes 

matter and emerges and infuses through all matter as it 

evolves. This is a faith position. Faith in the biblical record in 

Greek is the word pistos, meaning trust The Christian expe-

rience of the existence of God is a trust position, based on 

encounter and experience and scholarship, which seeks to 

explain itself rationally 

This tradition also holds that things are greater than the sum 

of their parts, that there is an emerging holism about life and 

the universe that develops realities that cannot be reduced 

to the analysis of their parts or earlier forms of their parts 

alone.  

Darwin took something like this view in his book about evo-

lution “The origin of the species” he wrote “How infinitely 

complex and close fitting are the mutual relations of all or-

ganic beings….and later in a letter, he wrote…I cannot per-

suade myself that electricity acts, that the tree grows, that 

humanity aspires to the loftiest conceptions, all from blind 

brute force”

Einstein opined “The aim of physics is not to show how na-

ture is and how her transactions are carried through, but also 

to reach as far as possible the utopian and seemingly arro-

gant aim of knowing why nature is thus and not otherwise…

that God himself could have arranged these connections in 

another way”

Mikio Kaku the Japanese physicist said in his hypothesis of 

string theory, that he believes “all particles are vibrations on 

a tiny rubber band; physics is the harmonies on the string; 

chemistry is the melodies we play on vibrating strings; the 

universe is a symphony of strings, and the ‘Mind of God’ is 

cosmic music resonating in 11-dimensional hyperspace.”

These thinkers were not necessarily thinking of orthodox 

Christianity when they shared their belief, but David Bar-

tholomew the mathematician was when he wrote in his book 

“God of chance”. 

Only in a world with a sufficient degree of randomness is 

there enough flexibility to combine a broadly determined line 

of development with adequate room for the exercise if real 

freedom on the part of the individuals.

If God is God there is no limit to the divine power, or knowl-

edge or love. The green edge of this emergence is through 

people, through healing, reconciling and inspiring, as cre-

ative gardeners and stewards in the random fields of nature 

and life itself. We are therefore more likely to see the intelli-

gent presence and consciousness of God in the unpredictabil-

ity of human beings than in the unpredictability of sub atomic 

particles.

continues on next page...
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God in this view is transcendent and immanent. The process 

theologian and philosopher A R Peacock has argued that the 

growth of a baby in the womb suggests that God an at the 

same time, be separate from and yet intimately connected 

with the creation. The child is wholly within but distinct form 

the mother and yet in a vital sense a part of her. So the world 

is distinct from God but wholly dependent on the divine intel-

ligence and being, in whom we live and move.

The result of the essential nature of the universe with its 

apparent random building blocks, which nevertheless pro-

duce patterns and bell-shaped curves of life forms and hap-

penings. It can make the universe dangerous at times, but it 

also appears that life finds a way forward, that cooperation 

eventually outweighs bloody competition, if we are to de-

velop together.  Suffering, if God exists is not pointless, God 

transforms it in a greater and wider reality so that it becomes 

part of a whole of life and a wider community, that although 

tragic at times, yet realizes unique and undeniable forms of 

goodness. Resurrection overcomes crucifixion. I would argue 

that the world needs a spirituality that shows and tells this 

elemental pattern.

This is trust in creative energy, moving towards effoliation and 

countless life forms, experiencing crucifixion moving towards 

resurrection, and new creation, new levels of compassion. 

This understanding and lived experience is a faith choice, and 

it distills down to the three essential propositions about God 

and life in the bible discerned and lived and shared by Jesus 

of Nazareth and the community he created. I believe in God, 

because I believe in Jesus of Nazareth, his existence, his wis-

dom, his life-giving compassion, his death and his rising again 

in and with people.

“One of the most famous mis-quotes of the 

church is that St Francis said ‘preach the gospel, 

and if necessary use words’. None of St Francis’s  

biographers or disciples attribute this quote to St 

Francis. St Augustine said “A man’s greatest misery 

is to be without God - that is to have no inward 

connection to the One who is life and existence  

itself”. We have a great message to tell people 

which can transform their lives. We can rest and 

rely upon the bible to do this. It is the bible which 

has the authority which will convince unbelievers  

of the truth about themselves and their need. 

Please join us in order that we can work together 

to see lost people. find Christ”.
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Fergus Byett, 20, moved to Hamilton from Taupõ in 2019 

to start studying for a Bachelor of Music degree in piano  

performance at the University of Waikato. He was awarded a 

prestigious Hillary Scholarship, which covers all his fees for 3 

years and provides mentorship and leadership opportunities. 

After his first year of study, he also won a Norah Howell Award, 

awarded to the very top academic performance students in 

that year. Fergus joined the Cathedral choir not long after  

starting his degree and has been become a much valued  

member of the choir, as much for his personable nature and 

quick wit as his singing abilities. Over the last 2 ½ years, Fergus 

has written some music for the choir – including the beautiful  

setting of the Mass in Te Reo Māori that we sang on Te Pouhere 

Sunday. Learning Te Reo Māori is another of the goals Fergus 

has achieved while living in Hamilton. He was thrilled to figure 

out that the person he sits next to in the choir (Ray Harlow), 

literally “wrote the book” for this subject. Fergus is the tall, 

dark haired young man in the front row, on the left. We are 

very pleased to have had him in the choir these 3 years, and 

are hoping he will stay around for post-graduate study.

Introducing Fergus Byett
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The NZ String Quartet, one of the musical  
treasures of New Zealand will present a concert at St 
Peter's Cathedral.

Sat 19 June 2021 - 7:30 PM
 
String quartet masterpieces by Mozart, Mendelssohn 
and Shostakovich. Also a new work by New Zealand 
composer Louise Webster 'This Memory of Earth'.

Please visit iticket for tickets
h t t p s : / / w w w . i t i c k e t . c o . n z / e v e n t s / 2 0 2 1 / j u n /
nzsq-hamilton#/buy-tickets

Music at St Peter’s



Cathedral Ministry Team

Dean The Very Rev’d Wendy Scott | 027 439 1485 | dean@stpeter.org.nz

(Dean's Day off - Friday) 

The Rev'd Mele Prescott | 021 028 41156 | ap@stpeter.org.nz

The Rev’d Canon Bryan Smith | 027 381 6119 | canon.bjsmith@yahoo.co.nz

The Rev'd Robin Olds | (07) 854 6713 | 027 441 9292 | robinselby13@gmail.com

The Rev’d Wendy Tyrrell | bells@stpeter.org.nz

Deacons

The Rev'd Blythe Cody | 021 065 8963 | blythe@stpeter.org.nz

Cathedral Contacts

People’s Warden | Walter Crookes | (07) 843 8150

Dean’s Warden | Bryan Bevege | 027 249 1818

Hospital Chaplain | Julian Perkins | (07) 839 8899 (ask for the Chaplain)

Cathedral Verger | Dilip Kurien | 021 057 3897

Director of Music

Dr Rachael Griffiths-Hughes | 027 286 8779 | rachael.griffiths-hughes@waikato.ac.nz 

Digital Communications Director

Eon Malan | 022 089 1981 | comms@stpeter.org.nz

Bank Details 02-0316-0268898-000 stpeter.org.nz

Hamilton City Pops Orchestra is delighted to have 

some extremely talented young people amongst its 

players, and the two sisters profiled below are no  

exception! Read on to learn about the youngest  

players in the orchestra, who are talented musical siblings!  

Kezia Schuitemaker (left) is 13 years old from Hamilton,  

and a student at Waikato Diocesan School for Girls.  

Gabriella (right) is 12 years old and a current Year 8 

student at Southwell School, where she is Cultural  

Prefect and Head Chorister. Gabriella and Kezia are 

thrilled to have been invited to play in the Hamilton City 

Pops Orchestra, under the inspirational and energetic 

baton of Victoria Trenwith.

Congratulations!


