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Dear friends, 
 

For many of you this will have been our first opportunity to post out the 
pew sheet as we have sought to remain connected in lockdown.  If you do 
have email, please contact us and we can send this out to you and show you 
how to get ‘on line’ if you have access, to see our services we have been  
offering in level 4 and now level 3.  For those who don’t have email, you 
have been much in our prayers at this time.  Please ring if you want to chat 
with us either at the office or Wendy’s phone 0274391485. 
 

This is one of my favourite passages in the Gospels.  Someone once told me 
the translation of gate and door are similar in this passage, the pictures of 
sheep, safety, the thief, voice of the shepherd, all intermingle into one of the 
great “I am” statements of John’s Gospel.  John’s gospel is so different than 
the other three it provides us with a greater picture of who Jesus is and the 
imagery is intense, Jesus as bread of life, the vine, the gate, the good  
shepherd, the Light of the world, and the resurrection and the life, he is the 
way.  These are pictures of who Jesus is in our lives if only we are prepared 
to know him fully.  Sometimes the voice of the good shepherd who leads us 
on is so clear and sometimes so distant.  Many people have spoken about 
the ease with which they have heard the voice of God in this lock down  
period, in the stillness of their lives, the hush of the communities in which 
we live.  My prayer is that you continue to hear the voice of God in this 
time of quiet and you truly know God’s abundance in your life. 
 

Arohanui,  
Wendy. 



Prayer resource for the Fourth Sunday of Easter   
 
 
As we gather again, of necessity still separated, we know that through 
the power of the Spirit we are united with Christ our Lord. Let us pray  
to God our Father for the world, for others, and for ourselves. 
 
To reinforce his claim to the kingship of Israel, Jesus uses the image of 
the shepherd, often used in Scripture to refer to the king and his people.  
In the world of Biblical times, both Old and New Testament, the image 
of shepherd and sheep would have had different connotations from those 
we are used to now, Sheep were not grazed on paddocks, but on the old 
common, so shepherds had to be constantly present, keeping their sheep 
in one area, and guarding them from threats such as wolves and lions. At 
times, the shepherd would lead his sheep to the safety of an enclosure. 
When his hearers don’t understand how Jesus is using this image, he 
broadens the picture.  

 
‘Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I fear 
no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff – they comfort 
me.’        Ps 23:4 

 
Read today’s Gospel through slowly and carefully, two or three times; 
note any words, phrases or images which stand out for you. 
 
 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by  
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one 
who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper 
opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his  
own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they 
know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from 
him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this 
figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was 
saying to them. 
 
So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep 
did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be 
saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes  



only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and 
have it abundantly.”   John 10:1-10 
 
 
Recalling what struck you about the reading, imagine the open, rough, 
dangerous country, the poor grazing, the shepherd always with his 
sheep, protecting, guarding.   
 
 What is the significance of the “gate”?  
 Does this unfamiliar image have meaning for us in modern Aotearoa?  
 In what way is Jesus both the gate and the guide, to fulfilled abundant 

life, for us, here and now?  
 Speak to him about your response. 
 
 
As a conclusion pray the collect: 
 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: grant 
that when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us, each 
by name, and follow where he leads us; who with you and the Holy 
Spirit lives and reigns, one God forever and ever. Amen  

 
Other readings for today are: 
 

 Acts 2:42 – 47;  
 Psalm 23;  
 1 Peter 2: 19 – 25 

 
 
Prayer Points: 
 
Each Sunday we pray for our world, our country and our own needs. 
 
Please pray: God in your mercy,   hear our prayer 
 



For our children: 

Check out the STRANDZ website:  www.strandz.org.nz  

Morning Prayer for the week commencing 4th May: 

Monday 4th May: 

 Psalm  103 

 Exodus 32:1 - 14 

 Luke 2:41 - end 

Tuesday 5th May: 

 Psalm  139 

 Exodus 32:15 - 34 

 Luke 3:1 - 14 

Wednesday 6th May: 

 Psalm  21; 147:13 - 21 

 Exodus 33:12 - 23 

 1 John 2:1 - 11 

Thursday 7th May: 

 Psalm  118 

 Exodus 34:1 - 10, 27 - end 

 Luke 4:1 - 13 

Friday 8th May: 

 Psalm 33 

 Exodus 35:20 - 36:7 

 Luke 4:14 - 30 

Saturday 9th May: 

 Psalm  34 

 Exodus 40:17 - end 

 Luke 4:31 - 37 

I want to commend to you undertaking a daily rhythm of prayer  
at this time, it can help give you a sense of grounding for your day  
especially while we’re in isolation.   There are a number of options on 
the diocesan web site.  If you don’t have access, sitting quietly at 9am 
& 7pm, lighting a candle, reading the scriptures, (the daily readings are 
provided here for you, praying and giving thanks for the ways God has 
blessed your day. 

Check out our Facebook and 

website for updated information 

 

St Peter’s Cathedral,  

Hamilton 

www.stpeter.org.nz 


