
MARRIAGE 

We are pleased that you are thinking of choosing St Peter’s Cathedral 
as the place to celebrate your marriage. We want to help you make 

your wedding the great occasion you wish it to be. 
 

In order that this may be so, this information is designed to help you 
with the arrangements. 



PRELIMINARIES 

As a Cathedral Church, we are flexible about marrying people from far afield, though it is good if we have 
had a connection with you or your family in the past. You do not have to be churchgoers to be married 
here.  You do not have to be an Anglican to be married here, though marriage services will normally be 
conducted by an Anglican priest. If you are from another Christian denomination we welcome the 
participation of your own clergy in the service though one of the Cathedral clergy will normally conduct 
the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
 

St Peter’s Cathedral provides more than just a location or a ceremony. We have a pastoral responsibility 
to support you in every way we can as you make the biggest commitment and investment of your life! We 
therefore suggest that you spend some time with our Cathedral clergy as you look to make plans for your 
special day. 
 

THE SERVICE 
 

The Anglican Prayer Book has three alternative forms of wedding services, and the Book of Common 
Prayer one. There are choices and options within each of these. The priest from our clergy team who 
prepares you for your wedding will explain the choices of liturgy.  We offer a variety of services when it 
comes to weddings.  Let’s talk and see what we can offer to help meet your needs.  Our clergy will discuss 
with you if there are any words, readings, prayers or symbolic actions that you wish to have incorporated 
into your service. 
 



MARRIAGE LICENCE 
 

This is essential. Your marriage licence is obtained from the Registrar of Marriages at the local court,  
three months prior to the wedding date. Please hand the licence and accompanying documents into the 
Cathedral Office as soon as you get it. We are not permitted by law to celebrate any marriage without 
first obtaining this licence.  
 
FLOWERS AND DECORATIONS 
 

Flowers are normally in the Cathedral space.  Mrs Marlene Crookes (07 843 8150) handles all details 
involving flowers and decoration of the Church. Ribbons for pews and ring cushions are available. The hire 
of the Cathedral does not include the cost of additional flowers.  Mrs Crookes will discuss your 
requirements and subsequent costs with you. We recommend that you contact her at your earliest 
convenience.   
 
VIDEO AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

A video may be made of your wedding. Your photographer and guests may use a flash during service. 
Please ensure that the photographer remains discreetly out of sight where possible and does not 
dominate the proceedings.  
 
CONFIRMATION 
 

To confirm your marriage booking a 50% deposit is to be paid to the Cathedral Office.  If for any reason 
you wish to cancel or alter the date of your wedding, would you please phone the Cathedral 
Administrator (details on the back page). This is a courtesy as someone else may wish to use that date 
and time for their wedding. 
 
MUSIC 
 

This should be discussed in the first instance with the priest taking your wedding. Dr Rachael Griffiths-
Hughes, an accomplished organist, is our Music Director. If you wish for an organist for any part of the 
service, such as the entrance or exit music, hymns, soloist, during the signing of the register you will need 
to contact Rachael (07 856 6365) and she will arrange to meet with you to discuss the options.  CD’s and 
ipod/mp3 can also be played in the Cathedral.  Sample recordings of music available are online.  
(www.stpeter.org.nz) 
 
BELLS 
 

One of the joys of being married at St Peter’s Cathedral is the opportunity for a peal of bells on the bride’s 
arrival or at the conclusion of the wedding service. Ringing before the wedding will be from five minutes 
before the scheduled time until the bride arrives, ringing after the wedding to be for at least 20 minutes 
after the bride and groom begin their departure down the aisle.  If you wish to have the bells you will 
need to confirm this with the Cathedral Administrator. (07 839 4683) (Please note, that if your wedding is 
during the week we might not be able to arrange for the bells to be rung). 
 
SERVICE SHEETS 
 

You may wish to print your own order of service. The priest who is marrying you will be happy to discuss 
this with you. 
 
USHERS 
 

We suggest you invite two people to be ushers. The ushers have an important role in welcoming your 
guests to the wedding, as well as handing out service sheets and showing the guests to their seats. 
 



WEDDING RECEPTION 
 

The Cathedral Centre is available to hire for your wedding reception. Please contact the Cathedral Office if 
you are interested.  This can be used in a number of ways to offer hospitality to your guests.  Formally it 
can seat up to 100 people but a casual stand up gathering can accommodate any number of guests. 
 
PAYMENTS 
 

These may be reviewed in January each year 
(these prices are applicable  to August 2019). 
 
Church:   $850.00 (including GST) 
Organist:    $175.00 (optional) 
Bell Ringers:  before and after the wedding $350.00 (optional) 
     after the wedding only $250.00 (optional) 
Hall & Kitchen:  as per current rates (enquire at office) 
Flowers:   additional flowers - at your own cost 
Deposit:   50% of total  
     (to be paid when booking your wedding date) 
Balance:   to be paid before the wedding rehearsal. 
 
Please make these payments at the Cathedral Office.  The office is open Monday to Friday 10.00 am to 
2.00 pm.  EFTPOS is available (no Visa).  All fees are to be paid in full by the day of the wedding rehearsal 
at the latest. 
 
REHEARSAL 
 

The priest celebrating your wedding will organise a suitable time for a rehearsal of your wedding in the 
church. It is important to have the whole wedding party present at the rehearsal. It is always good to have 
parents and readers present if possible. The rehearsal is usually held within a few days of the wedding. 
(The rehearsal is not exclusive to the wedding party – everyone who may wish to come is welcome.) 
 
CONFETTI 
 

Confetti, rose petals, rice etc… is permitted in or immediately outside the Cathedral but the prior 
permission of the priest officiating at the wedding needs to be sought as long as it is  biodegradable. 
 
CHECK LIST 
 

□ Have you been to the court and registered your marriage?  
 
□ Have you spoken to the priest/celebrant to choose the order of service?  
 
□ Have you contacted Mrs Marlene Crookes to organise your wedding  flowers?  
 
□ Have you contacted Rachael Griffiths-Hughes with regards your  wedding music?  
 
□ Have you let the Cathedral Office know about bells before and/or after the service?  



CONDITIONS OF HIRE 

 All areas must be left clean & tidy. 

 All rubbish must be taken away (Disposal charges aply to rubbish left behind). 

 All decorations must be installed & removed in a safe manner.  Ladders are available but need 2 
people at all times to ensure Health & Safety requirements are met. 

 All chairs & tables must be left as they were found. 

 All dishes used must be washed and put away correctly. 

 Breakage charges apply. 

 All doors and windows must be secured and locked on departure. 

 All hired equipment must be checked back through the office. 

 No smoking is allowed within the complex. 

 Consumption of alcohol will require prior approval. 

 

Health and Safety Requirements 

 The hirer shall make themselves aware or any potential hazards / health and safety issues and shall 
take all reasonable and practical steps to meet all health and safety requirements for the duration 
of this hireage. 

 The hirer shall familiarise themselves with the enclosed site Emergency Evacuation Procedures for 
Earthquake & Fire. 

 The hirer shall also be responsible for briefing their attendees on the Health & Safety requirements 
covered by this agreement. 

 The hirer shall ensure they have access to a cellphone in case of emergency. 

 The hirer shall ensure they have their own insurance cover in case of damage. 

 In case of evacuation, there is a Safety Warden Jacket and whistle located at: 

 

 

We reserve the right to charge a cleaning levy if the rooms are not left to our satisfaction.  This will be 
taken out of the deposit. 

 



 

 



 

WEDDING BOOKING FORM 
For office use only (Updated July 2020) 

Please ensure copy of booking form is given to Administrator 

Wedding Date: Time: 

Rehearsal Date: Time: 

 Interviews (dates and time): 
  1. 
 2.  
 3. 

Priest: 
 
Denomination: 
Contact details: 
 

Bride: 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
 
Home phone: 
Wk phone: 
Mobile: 
Email: 
 
 

Groom: 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
 
Home phone: 
Wk phone: 
Mobile: 
Email: 
 
 

Service structure Readings/s: 

Music Children involved in the service Rings: 1 or 2 

Costs: 
Current schedule of charges applies.  Please see Administrator.   

Floral Arrangements   (additional costs will apply) 

Please discuss requirements with Marlene Crookes: 843-8150 

Organist:  Yes/No 

Director of Music: Dr Rachael Griffiths-Hughes  027-286-8779 

 

Bells:  Before/After/Both/None 

Bell Tower Captain: Wendy Tyrrell  853-8375 

Deposit 50% $ 
Balance outstanding $ 
(To be paid at rehearsal) 

Date paid: 
Date paid: 

Marriage Documents received: 

Notes: 



Cathedral Office 

51 Victoria Street (PO Box 338) Hamilton 

10.00 am – 2.00 pm Monday to Friday 

Phone: (07) 839-4683.        Fax: (07) 839 5849 

Email: admin@stpeter.org.nz  Website: www.stpeter.org.nz 

I hereby acknowledge that I have read and fully understood the above conditions of Hire, the  
attached Emergency Evacuation Procedure and the Safety Rules. 

 

Name ......................................................... signature  date   /   / 

(Hirer or on their behalf) 

 

Name ......................................................... signature  date   /   / 

(On behalf of St Peter’s Cathedral) 

 

Emergency Contact Numbers: 

Verger - Dilip Matthan:  021 057 3897 

Dean - 07 839 4683 

Warden - Kath Barnsley: 027 472 1062 


