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Dean’s Message for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 10.05.2020 
 

Dear friends, 
 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled!!”  
 
Easy for the writer of John’s gospel to say but living through Covid 19 
has certainly been an experience.  We have all had to draw extra 
strength from passages such as these. Here is a piece of scripture we 
perhaps have all drawn comfort from at one time or another in our 
lives.   
 
Here Jesus is offering his disciples comforting words as he walks  
towards the cross.  It seems strange to be reflecting at this stage of the 
Easter journey about Jesus moving to farewell his disciples before his 
death.  
 
My suggestion is to read all the readings to allow you a whole picture 
of why we are called to this passage in John.  Seeing Jesus as the 
‘cornerstone’ or ‘the way’ to the Father allows us a clear understanding 
of whom we look to in identifying who the Father is and what drives 
Him. 

 
Arohanui,  
Wendy. 



Prayer resource for the Fourth Sunday of Easter   
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen in deed! Alleluia!  
 
As Eastertide progresses towards Ascension and Pentecost, the readings 
turn more and more to the overall meaning of Jesus’ life and ministry. 
Last Sunday the emphasis was on the characterisation of Jesus as a 
shepherd; this week, we dwell on the image of Jesus as the Way to the 
Father, and as the image of the Father. During the continuing situation 
which prevents our meeting as the Body of Christ, let us ponder the 
communion we share through the promises of Jesus to His church. 
 

‘Happy are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of 
the Lord.’ Ps 119:1 

 
The Gospel reading set for today is part of Jesus’ long discourse to His 
disciples at the Last Supper. He has just washed His disciples feet, as  
an example of true service, and has instituted the Lord’s Supper as a 
perpetual memorial, and now turns to comforting His disciples about 
what will happen after He has left them. 
 
Take the time to read the following passage from John 14 slowly and 
carefully two or three times, paying attention to any words, phrases or 
events  that particularly strike you.  
 
John 14:1, 4-7, 9  
Jesus said, ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe 
also in me. You know the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas 
said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except though me.  If you know me, 
you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have 
seen him. Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.’ 
 
This is an amazing claim! Think about the words or particular phrases 
that struck you in this episode: 
 

 Think about how the Jesus we know from the Gospel accounts shows 
us what God is like. What does that look like for each of us? 

 How can we get to know Jesus better?  



 If I want to know Jesus better, how might this change the choices I 
make in my life? 

 How can we as people who know the ’way’ share this with those who 
do not yet know how to find Jesus? 

 
 Form your thoughts into a prayer to Jesus asking Him to show us how 
best to follow the way which He is. In this quiet time, pray also for the 
St Peter’s community, more widely the Church in the whole world, that 
we may all see Him more clearly, follow Him more nearly, and love 
Him more dearly day by day. 
 
Let your prayers pass into silent wonder at the meaning of Jesus for 
yourself, at His ministry on Earth and at His promised continued  
presence with us. 
 
Other readings for today are: 
 

 Acts 7:55-60  
 Ps 31:1-5, 15-16  
 1 Peter 2:2-10  
 John 14:1-14 

 
As a conclusion, pray the collect for the Fifth Sunday of Easter: 
 

God of truth, hidden force of all creation, you long to set us free. 
Confront us with your tenderness, fire us with your justice; 
that, at your coming, we too may set the world alight. 
Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 

 
 
 
Prayer Points: 
 
Each Sunday we pray for our world, our country and our own needs. 
 
Please pray: God in your mercy,   hear our prayer 
 



For our children: 

Check out the STRANDZ website:  www.strandz.org.nz  

Morning Prayer for the week commencing 11th May: 

Monday 11th May: 

 Psalm 145 

 Numbers 9:15 - end; 10:33 

- end 

 Luke 4:38 - end 

Tuesday 12th May: 

 Psalm 19 

 Numbers 11:1 - 33 

 Luke 5:1 - 11 

Wednesday 13th May: 

 Psalm 30 

 Numbers 12 

 Luke 5:12 - 26 

Thursday 14th May: 

 Psalm 16; 147:1 - 12 

 1 Samuel 2:27 - 35 

 Acts 2: 37 - 47 

Friday 15th May: 

 Psalm 138 

 Numbers 14:1 - 25 

 Luke 6:1 - 11 

Saturday 16th May: 

 Psalm 146 

 Numbers 14:26 - 45 

 Luke 6:12 - 26 

I want to commend to you undertaking a daily rhythm of prayer  
at this time, it can help give you a sense of grounding for your day  
especially while we’re in isolation.   There are a number of options on 
the diocesan web site.  If you don’t have access, sitting quietly at 9am 
& 7pm, lighting a candle, reading the scriptures, (the daily readings are 
provided here for you, praying and giving thanks for the ways God has 
blessed your day. 

Check out our Facebook  

and website for updated  

information 
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